Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 435
Call to Worship Psalm 34 vs.1-3

We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 




As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #105 B    “Unto the Lord lift Thankful voices…”
Call to Confession: Deuteronomy 5  God’s Law is a schoolmaster to bring us to repentance, it shows us where we have sinned, that we might know where we must repent. With that in mind, let’s bow our heads in a prayer of confession.         I will OPEN IN PRAYER, Then leave a time of silence for each of us to confess our personal sins silently, then I’ll close.
Let’s Pray:
We come to our Second Reading: 1 Samuel 22:1-22:1 
Let’s come again before the Lord in time of Congregational Prayer, Let’s Pray

In Malachi 3:8 we read (read vs.8). When we refuse to trust God and give to Him our first and our best we are robbing Him of what belongs to Him! And God doesn’t bless or reward that sort of disobedience. In fact, all too often he disciplines us until we repent and return to him… Therefore, Let’s worship the Lord now, by giving Him His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)

Let us continue to worship as we sing: #34
“The Lord I will at all times bless” 

Scripture Reading/Text:       Psalm 34

Sermon Title:
“God’s Eggs and Ham”

* Song of Response:
Psalm #437
“How vast the benefits divine” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#523 To God be the Glory
Evening Sermon: “God’s Eggs and Ham”



Heidelberg #11
Text: Psalm 34  
Reading:   LD 9, 1 Samuel 21:1-22:1
Introduction: Children, do you like Dr. Seuss? His books are a lot of fun to read aren’t they? One of my favorite Dr. Seuss Books is Green Eggs and Ham. Do you like Green Eggs and Ham? No, I do not like them Sam I am. Would you could you in a box, would you could you with a fox? I would not eat them in a box, I could not eat them with a fox, I do not like them here or there, I do not like them anywhere! 

The whole book is full of Sam trying to offer places or companions which would convince the nameless main character to try green eggs and Ham! And near the end, we finally get the tirade, not on a boat, goat, rain, train, dark, tree, box, fox, house, mouse, here, there, anywhere… to which Sam I am gives the reply: You do not like them. So you say. Try them! Try them! And you may, Try them and you may I say! And after literally 50 pages of denials, the nameless character finally agrees – only to find that he actually really does like green eggs and ham – Here he had denied it all this time, and all that time he would have enjoyed it – and avoided a whole lot of frustration - if he had just tasted it to begin with! 

I couldn’t help but think of that book when I was preparing this psalm for this morning… for so often in the Christian life – we confidently/boldly declare that we know best… that the directions of the Bible and the elders are obviously not good enough – they will never work with our situation, or our workmates, or our whatever it is… and yet at the end of the day – you haven’t even tried God’s way! 
I sometimes think that elders and pastors need to be as persistent and occasionally as annoying as Sam I am… so that you, as God’s people will at least Taste and See if God’s way works! Just try Him… Consciously pray to God and tell Him that you are going to test His way, and then very intentionally obey Him: tell the truth, keep your promises, witness to your co-workers, love your enemies and trust God’s Promises to provide what is best… Test God and see if He comes through on His promises… God Himself argues this very point in this psalm – Try Him! Test Him! And you will taste and see, just how Faithful God can be!
 (Review) And that is the very point on which I want to focus this morning from Lord’s Day 9.



Last Sunday night, we emphasized God the Father’s loving care from Matt. 6. We saw that the gracious character of God affects how you live your life! I love how Jesus gave you so many reasons to trust your Heavenly Father, to seek God and not earthly things… Your Heavenly Father is the ALMIGHTY CREATOR God! Even better than that – He knows what you need before you ask Him! As your Gracious Loving Father HE will give you what is best!


However, that final idea of trusting God’s goodness is not easy for everyone. In fact, for many of us, that trust is the hardest part of our faith! 

Therefore, this morning, I want to narrow in on that idea of the care of God and the resulting Trust that God’s care should cultivate in your hearts/lives! Psalm 34 particularly lends itself to teaching the central phrase of LD9: I trust Him (God) so much that I do not doubt he will provide whatever I need for body and soul, and He will turn to my good whatever adversity He sends me in this sad world. And that leads us to our theme: 
Theme: God is worthy of your Trust, and those who test Him in Faith will always find Him faithful!
 We will explore this psalm under 4 headings:
 (Don’t worry…I will repeat them when we get to them)
I. The Frightening Backstory
II. The Attitude for ALL Situations

III. The General Principles of Faithfulness

IV. The What/How/Why of it all 
Let’s begin with:

I. The Frightening Backstory      
(REPEAT)
The Title to the psalm tells us the context of the psalm – just as we read out of 1 Samuel 21. 
 
There is no conflict between Achish (the proper name of the king of Gath) and Abimelech (a title like Pharaoh or Caesar). They refer to the same man. 
  In 1 Samuel 21, David is fleeing from Saul. Saul has just come extremely close to killing David. In his fear, David fled to Nob, the city of the priests. There David lied about the King’s orders and endangered the whole priesthood – leading to the slaughter of that whole town and nearly the whole priestly line. And David took the blame for that upon himself! The Lord however was with him, and through the priests, God provided food, encouragement and a weapon for David.
And yet, that wasn’t enough, David wanted some security and thought (in this moment of panic) that He might find safety in the House of Achish, the King of Gath – Saul’s enemy. And that sounds logical at first (enemy of my enemy is my friend), Makes sense until you stop and focus on who David really was! This is David, the Great Champion of Israel, the bane of the Philistines. THIS IS THE Famous Killer of Goliath, and here we see him running to Goliath’s home town of GATH, carrying Goliath’s amazing (and probably recognizable) sword! (As David says: None like it)
As you might expect, David was recognized, captured and hauled before Achish for judgment. And to prove how dangerous he was, the Philistines sang the chorus from the Israeli Country Music Hit: “Saul has struck down His Thousands, and David His Ten Thousands”! And By the way, those tens of thousands were all Philistines! 
 David was in deep trouble… and in his fear – David turned to deception. He changed his behavior and acted the madman. He pretended insanity by drooling and scribbling on the walls and doors… until Achish kicked him out. Although, I would doubt if he was allowed to keep Goliath’s sword!


Now, the interesting thing is this – While this event is tied to this psalm – No where are the actions of David praised or commended in the psalm. In fact, as one commentator argued, it appears that this psalm is David’s vow to “Never Again” react like this! For He paints the proper response to affliction and trial, acknowledging that it wasn’t his clever act that saved him, but God and God alone! Indeed, as David digs into the application of faith in God in vs.11-14, he actually argues against speaking deceitfully and lying! 
Have you ever had someone tell you to learn from their mistakes? That is what David is doing here! 


He is saying, “I did it wrong – I forgot to trust in the Lord as I should have, and it got me into deep trouble. But when I cried to the Lord He saved Me! So, learn from my mistakes, and seek the Lord and trust in HIM!”
And with that, we come to our SECOND point:

II. The Attitude for All Situations       (REPEAT)
The psalm rightly begins with praise! Look at vs.1 …  

David is clarifying that the proper response to fear and trial – is praise!   

Now… When you praise God, you are exalting Him and making Him large in your heart/mind! And what is largest in your heart/mind is what you fear most! When you consciously place God as the center of your life through verbally praising Him, boasting of His power – your fear of others will always diminish/shrink! Do you want to be free from fear in life? Then Praise God all the time for his power and promises! Remember and tell others of His faithfulness in all situations! And the problems of this life will shrink in comparison to God’s power, and your fear will fade – maybe not instantly the first time you try this, but certainly as you make PRAISE your habitual response to trial and stress – fear will fade!!
David makes this clear by the way he calls on the humbled ones to hear this reminder and be glad (vs.2). He gives the command of praise in vs.3, and then explains why in vs. 4-5… David gives his testimony of the faithfulness of God in providing for him. Read vs.4-5 READ
Now, this is the point where I have to step to the side for a moment… and explain the format of the Psalm. Hopefully, your Bible has a footnote that explains that this is an acrostic poem, which means that each verse begins with the next letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. This isn’t a meaningless form of poetry, the form has a function. The most famous Acrostic Psalm is Ps.119, where there is an 8 verse section for each letter of the Hebrew Alphabet, and every verse in that section starts with that assigned letter. The point of that form is clear, the psalmist was giving us the A to Z about the Word of God – everything that could, should and can be said about the Word of God is said in Psalm 119. Other Alphabetical Acrostic Psalms seem to relate the same thing – they are intended to tell us everything we need to know about a particular issue or concept. 

What is remarkable about this psalm is that the acrostic is incomplete – the pattern is broken at the 6th verse (and that appears to be intentional as part of the lesson of the psalm). You see, Vs.5 is remarkably positive, but vs.4 and 6 are more negative. We have this change of tone which is very positive in the middle of cries for help and God’s deliverance. So, which is it? Is the life of God’s people all positive, radiant and unashamed? Or is it full of poverty, fears, and troubles from which we need to be saved? Good question! 

And that is where the missing letter in the acrostic comes in… between vs. 5-6 there is a missing letter. WHICH MEANS… you can’t make life’s turbulence and trials fit into a formula, and you can’t anticipate when, where or how suffering will arrive. Sometimes Life is just a broken pattern from our perspective… and yet, we are still to put our hope in God and praise Him! David as a masterful poet, highlights this by the form of this psalm! Trouble will come… God will send you adversity in this sad world! But recognize that the cause for Praise STILL exists! 
Learn from the Psalmist’s experience that Life is not as bad as it may appear at first… Because God will deliver! Indeed God encamps around those who fear Him!
Sometimes literally… Look up 2 Kings 6 sometime!
And that brings us to Our THIRD point:

III. The General Principles of Faithfulness      
(REPEAT)
There are 2 sets of principles in vs.8-14: God’s faithfulness to men, and the Way of Faithfulness for God’s children.
a. David dealt first in vs.8-10, with the Faithfulness of God 
Read vs.8 …
God calls on his people here to TASTE or Test Him: To particularly try Him in faithfulness, & we will find Him Faithful.

It is particularly striking that the Word translated behavior (as in, David changed his behavior before Achish), that word is the noun form of this verb – to taste. It seems that David is making a very clear connection between behavior and taste. Trust the Lord in your behavior, and you will Taste and see that the Lord is good! Indeed, the second half of the verse goes further – Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Vs.9-10 record even greater promises of God as encouragements to trust/seek the Lord! READ 9-10
Now, this psalm is no proponent of the health/wealth Gospel… It very clearly teaches later in vs.19 that MANY are the afflictions of the righteous… There will be many times of attack and poverty and pain – but the promise of God is that He will be with you as you go through the fire and the flood, and He will ultimately make all such suffering worth it, in this life or the next! 

And yet, God specifically says: Those who seek the Lord lack no good thing! But before you write this off as a paper only promise – you need to stop looking at the promise from a human perspective! It doesn’t say that if something is good, then you will have it. It says, that if it is good for you, God will give it! Which means the opposite is true as well: If you lack something, then it is because God determined that it was not good for you at this time!

AS one pastor explained it, The life you have right now, is what you would pray for, if you had the wisdom of God! The pain, the trials, bereavement, sickness, loss. All of it is what you would pray for, if you had God’s wisdom! That is what David is saying here: HE is directing you to the infinite goodness of God in good times or bad – acknowledging that even the bad is intended by God for a good purpose! This is the Romans 8:28 of the OT. 


And that leads us to the second set of principles:
b. Second, in vs.11-14, David explains the Way of Faithfulness for God’s Children
Look at Vs.11 – Here is the summary of what God requires of you based on all this teaching…

Vs.12 gives you an Obvious question (READ) – Who doesn’t want that, right? The whole world is constantly seeking health, long life and good… and yet, they pursue it in all the wrong ways! 
If this is what you desire, then vs.13 is the description of how God’s children should act! READ vs.13-14
AS I pointed out already, this is David’s vow of sorts – “Never Again” – I won’t flee from God’s protection as I did before… I won’t so mistrust Him as to act insane and take matters into my hands… That is not the way of Faith/Trust!
Instead, to test and taste the faithfulness of God, we must turn from Evil and Do Good! We must SEEK Peace and Pursue it! Those are vivid words – to seek and Pursue, means to hunt and track like a hunter would follow the tracks of his prey. Overcoming every obstacle, keeping diligently alert to every nuance of the trail so as to obtain the prize of the hunt! So, we are encouraged not to simply dabble with goodness, but to Repent of Evil (turn away) and seek, pursue and DO good! 
But we might want to press David and ask Him – What? How can this all work? Why can you be so sure?
And that brings us to our Fourth Point:

IV. The What/How/Why of it all!        (REPEAT)
Vs, 15-22 form a section of teaching – which takes a step back from David’s praise, testimony and exhortations…  
a. In vs. 15-16, David explains: What is going on…  

These promises are true, and God is faithful, because on the most fundamental level, God is inclined toward the righteous, and He is against those who do evil. Evil and theft and cheating will never buy you health and long life and good … for God is at work to destroy those who do evil. And even their memory will be cut off from the earth!  

This is a TRUE Principle! But this Psalm is a broken Acrostic – The A-Z formula for God’s dealing with the righteous and wicked in the trials of life doesn’t add up all the time. There will be breaks in the pattern, and that is according to plan! BUT that doesn’t invalidate the general principles themselves! They are generally true! The wicked will be judged, and the righteous will be blessed. But as you see in vs. 17-19 – just because you see someone undergoing a time of affliction or curse doesn’t mean that they are suffering God’s wrath (perfect example: Job!)
b. In vs. 17-19, David explains God’s deliverance of the righteous…
The realism of this psalm is remarkable! David NEVER promises that you will be ALL Good in the Christian Life. In fact, he makes the larger and more convincing case that you will suffer quite a lot if you are righteous.(cross of discipleship) But that is the point… because God wants you to depend not on yourselves or your own righteousness – but on God!
 Vs. 11-14 give you the specific actions that God desires to see worked out in His children’s lives. But vs. 15-22 explain the heart of the matter… The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, and He saves the crushed in Spirit. Does that language remind you of anything? Say… the Beatitudes of Matthew 5? The poor in Spirit, those who mourn etc? 


This is An OT sermon on the Mount – here in the Psalms! I believe that the point of vs.17-19 is to drive you to the core of what God seeks to do in trial! He scrapes away all your self-reliance and strength, so that you would in turn rely upon the Lord alone! God gives pain to His children to teach them what is most important in life = and it isn’t stuff, or earthly rewards! It is something much more!


Sadly, no English translation can completely convey the number (plurality) of the verbs/nouns in vs.15-22, but we do have some clues – which lead us to a greater meaning: Vs.15 – the righteous (plural), 17, 18, 19-21 singular…
c. You see, in vs.19-21, we have a prophecy of the Lord Jesus Christ!
The reason God’s principles of right/wrong, justice and injustice work… is not based on anything in this life – in fact, in this life/from the human point of view, the pattern is a broken acrostic! But, in reality, the pattern and the promises of God, ALL come true in Eternity based on the Life and work of Jesus Christ!

Jesus was/is the Son of God, who came to earth as THE Righteous One! He is the One who lived the perfect life that you and I cannot live. He is the One who suffered the wrath of God in the place of God’s children! He came to be the Perfect Passover Lamb – to enable God’s Justice to pass over His children. And just as the Passover Lamb had to be flawless, with no broken bones (not even during cooking and eating it!) – So, Christ’s bones were not broken when He was crucified on the Cross! That was all part of the proof that His life wasn’t taken from Him – He laid it down so as to be the Savior of Sinners!  However… vs.21 = And all those who live in rebellion and sin will suffer the consequences of their sin, and any who know of Christ and reject Him will be condemned for so doing! 

Nonetheless, the Lord redeems the life of His servants (pl). None of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned! Here is the Glory of this text, Jesus was righteous for sinners like you and He paid the eternal penalty for all who take refuge in Him… Have you taken Refuge in Jesus?! 


Come to Him, Test Him and Taste of His Faithfulness – Try Him! And you will see, Just how faithful He can be! 



For those of you who are Christians… you have already put your faith in Jesus to save you from eternal Wrath. But do you actually trust Him in daily Life?! 

Do you Trust Him so much that you DO NOT DOUBT Him?? I love the power of these words of our Catechism… Not that you always get over your doubt… but you do not doubt that He WILL provide whatever you need for body and soul… Not that all the pain and adversity will be gone and I will live happily all my days… no health/wealth gospel here! 
No… But rather the bold faith of the Christian. He will turn to my good, whatever adversity He sends me in this sad world! 


Read vs.8,9,10 If you lack something, it is because God has determined that it wasn’t good for you right now… DO NOT DOUBT IT!
then 19:    Many are the afflictions of the Righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all!
God is worthy of your Trust – and Those who trust Him in Faith, will ALWAYS find Him Faithful!
Test Him by obeying Him in faith, Taste of Him… and you will see His faithfulness and goodness! AMEN.
